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I. Preface

This booklet contains the most important chords and scales for key-
board players in a practical, easy-to-use format. This booklet cannot
(and does not) eleminate the need to study harmony or playing
technique, but is intended as a quick reference guide.
We have tried to pick a useful handful of chords and scales from
the vast number of theoretical possible ones. We believe you can
“survive” about 90% of everyday musical life with the material con-
tained in “Easy Chords”. Furthermore, if you want to deepen your
knowledge on this fascinating topic called music, there are lots of
good books available to guide you along the way.
The structure of all the chapters is identical:
The first four pages contain the most important chords with the
corresponding root. These are shown both in standard notation and
as a diagram. The next two pages show the most commonly used
scales with that particular root in standard notation. We didn’t inclu-
de fingerings for these scales:
1) to keep things simple
2) because scale fingerings are highly individual
3) they can  be looked up in a lot of books.
Enharmonically interchangeable chords and scales are only notated
using flats (b), F#/Gbbeing the exception.
We did this to keep the number of accidentals manageable.
However, if chords and scales are seen in a musical context, they
have to be notated accordingly.
Example: the dominant (V-) chord of G# is not Eb, but D# and has to
be notated accordingly.
The following pages contain some hints and explanations to help
you get the most out of this booklet.
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