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A short welcome letter to you

A warm welcome to the world of music and the piano! And I sincerely wish you time, fun and suc-
cess with it! When you know how to do something, it’s fun  And you already know the main thing: 
You like music  You want to make music and you’re interested in the piano  It can’t get better!

It’s impossible to learn how to like or love music  You have to have it in you as you do, and wit-
nessed and experienced it in many diff erent situations and stories    

Occupying yourself with this book is to bring you and music closer together  Music is not only 
something we make, but has a same eff ect back on us, which is sometimes so strong that we may 
want to spend our whole life with it  Where music is truly hand-made and for the fun of it, it has a 
liberating eff ect  Often, music was and is misused with its contents and melodies put in the service 
of political or economic ideologies and strategies  Because you make music yourself, you will get 
a better feeling for yourself and for the world you live in 
And I assure you that the more open and self-responsibly you live, the better you will be feeling: A 
musician’s dream of a world full of sound, singing, playing, dancing and improvisation without 
being controlled and determined by your environment – what about that?

Yours,
 Tom Peters Tom Peters

3



Contents

A The basic concepts                                                                   6

1  Notation                                                                                 6
2  The proper hand posture                                                             8
3  The proper sitting position at the piano                                         9

B Playing the piano in the five finger range                       11

1  Old farmer’s song                                                                     11
2  Improvising with what we’ve learned                                           12
3  Striking exercises                                                                     12
4  Piece for Simon’s hands                                                             14
5  A waltz – 3/4 time                                                                   16
6  Combining, composing and improvising in the 5-tone range             17

C The tone range is growing: from small c to c’’                 22

8  Fifth accompaniment – striking exercise                                        22
9   Little Dance                                                                           22
10  Two pieces in the new tone range                                               25
11   Old tune                                                                               26
12  Medieval dance                                                                       27
13  The major and minor scale                                                         28
14   The trick with the thumb: Playing the scale                                   29
15   Scale joke                                                                               33
16  The Jazz way: The Blues scale                                                     34

D Refined stroke                                                                         37

17  Staccato (short) and legato (slurred)                                             37
18   Hopping fingers                                                                      38
19  Kanon all’legato                                                                       39
20  In thought – Pick-up measure in portato                                       40
21  Tango – Portato piece                                                               41
22  Leggiero piece for the right hand                                                                       42
23  Classical waltz all’ leggiero                                                         43
24  Sustain – The pedals                                                                 44
25   And now: Jazz! The walking bass                                                 45

4



E Playing with intervals and chords                                     46

26  The biggest secret in nature – the vibrating string                           46
27  The intervals and their inversions                                               49
28  The chords and their inversions                                                   53
29  Checking out classical music                                                     57

F Reading                                                                                                                             58

Your piano                                                                                     58
About learning – what exactly is that?                                                   60
About the fun of practicing                                                               60
Overview – brief music theory                                                             61
Notes and keyboard of the piano                                                         62
CD tracklist                                                                                     64

5



Let’s now move the major scale by three half steps to the left and start with A:

As a result, we receive a new scale, which we call the natural minor scale, or to be exact: A minor  
Its half steps are located between the 2  and 3  note (B-C) and the 5  and 6  (E-F) 
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14.  The trick with the thumb: Playing the scale

C major scale: To be able to play the notes of a scale without a break, there is the following trick  
Place your thumb under your third finger and continue to play to C’’ 
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22. Leggiero piece for the right hand

Leggiero means to strike the keys in a light and sparkling manner  It’s a very delicate form of ar-
ticulation, which leans more towards piano than to forte  
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