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Preface

A warm welcome to “Bongo Basics”!
This book will make you a bongo player in easy steps.

Since 1978, | have been playing and teaching bongos. As a percussionist, I'm able to travel the
whole world, get inspired by many great musicians and | have played over 5,000 gigs and con-
ducted over 300 workshops in 30 countries. Wherever | travel, the bongos are always with me. No
matter if it is pop music, Latin, jazz, rock, folk or just simply drum music - | love the bongos and
their sound.

With the help of this book you can quickly learn how to play the bongos and plunge into the won-
derful world of rhythms. You will see how simple and groovy it can be to drum the bongos and
how easily you can make music with a CD or with your friends.

Don't hesitate and get started right away.

Have fun and I'll see you on stage!



Contents

Part 1 ... 6
The origin . . . . e 7
Theinstrument. . . . ... e 8
Thebongos . . . .. e 8
Tuningthebongos . ... ... . . .. . . . . 9
Howtoholdthebongos. . . ... ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . 11
The original bongo playing position . ... ........................... 12
Bongomaintenance . .. ... . ... e 13

Part 2 .. 14
Playingtechniques . . ... ... .. . . . . 15
Notation . . . . . e 19
First practicerhythm . . . . . o 20
Second practice Rhythm . . . . . . ... .. 21
Third practice Rhythm . . . . . .. 21
The small bongo head and the fingertiptone (FTT) ... .................. 22
Fingertip tone and finger tone withonehand . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 25
Fingertip tone and finger tonewithtwohands . ... ... ................. 27
The first bongo rhythm:“DumTaTa” . .. .. ... .. .. . . . .. 28
The second bongo rhythm:“TaTaTaTaDumDum” . . . . .. ................ 29
The third practice rhythm: 4 bars“TaTaTaTaDum Dum” . ................. 30
Themutetone . . . . ... e 31
Fingertiptoneand mutetone . .. ... ... ... . . . . . . ... 32
Fingertip tone, fingertoneand mutetone .. ......... ... ... ... . ... ... 34
Combination of the firstthreetones! . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 34
The universal rhythm PiTTillo. . . ... ... .. ... . .. . . . . . .. 35
The PiTTillo — the main rhythminthisbook! . ......................... 37
Variations . . . . . . e 38
The original Martillo rhythm —thehammer. . . .. ...................... 40
Theaccent. . . . . .. 42
The floating technique forthelefthand . . . . .. ....................... 43
The accentwith therighthand .. ....... ... ... ... ... ... .......... 46
The number one rhythm for pros:the Martillo . .. ..................... 47



Therhythms . . .. e 50
PiTTillo/Martillo . . . ... ... . 50
Pop Music/Slow Beat/Half Time . .. .... ... ... . ... . . . . . . . 51
Slow Rumbainadancetempo. .. ... ... ... . .. e 52
Samba Brazil . ... ... 53
DISCO . . o e e e 53
HipHop One . .. . e e e e 54
HipHop Shuffle . .. ... ... . . . . . . 54
SloWFOX . . o e e 55
Jive Shuffle . . . .. 55
FOXTrot SWING . . . . o o e e 56
ROCK . . 56
AfrO . e e 57
Country/Bluegrass . . . . ... e 58
ChaCha . ... e 59
Latin/Son/Martillo . . . . ... ... . . e 60
House Groove . . . . . .. e e e 61

CD tracklist . . . . oo e e 63



Fingertip tone, finger tone and mute tone
Combination of the first three tones!

If you have played all the exercises up until now, it will be easy for you to combine FTT, FT and MT
with one another. A few more exercises and you will be ready for your first real bongo rhythm with
which you can accompany almost every song. But one step at a time.

Play four loud tones and four soft ones. Play with alternating hands with the right one moving on
the 3 of the first measure from the small bongo to the large one and back. Note that the stroke on
the 4 in the first measure is played by the left hand immediately after the large-bongo stroke by
the right hand. And moving the right hand from the one head to the other may not cause a de-
lay.

Exercise 29 4 29

J =| J J =| J =| Small Bongo
=| Large Bongo
1 2 3 4 12 3 4 -
right  left right left right left right left FT= Flr?ge tope
FIT  FIT  FT FIT  MT MT MT MT FTT = Fingertip tone
loud soft MT = Mute tone

'\
Exercise 30 30

This is a very important exercise that combines the different tones and movements. In the begin-
ning, you should play it very slowly and repeat it every other day.

Four measures with the three different strokes on the small and the large bongo.

Please note! In the third measure the two hands move to the right drum and in the fourth measure
the left hand goes back to the left bongo head.

Ao Ao A A A A A A A A A A A A

I L L L S S J e
P L ' J

1T 2 3 4 T2 3 4 T 2 3 4 1T 2 3 4

right left right left right left right left right left right left right left right left
FTT MT FIT MT  FTT FTT FIT FTT FT FT FT FT FT FTIT FT FTT

A =loud °=soft/mute
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Samba Brazil 745

Now here’s a rhythm that consists of sixteenth notes only.
In the first part, the right-hand strokes are loud and then the left-hand ones!

J = 106

Sm. B.
Lg.B.

1 e + e 2 e + e 3 e + e 4 e + e
r | r | r | r I r | r | r | r |
FTT MT FIT MT FT MT MT FIT MT FIT MT FTT FT MT FT MT

Disco 746
The disco rhythm is a typical, quick 1/16 notes rhythm. Here you can go crazy and set accents.

If you play the disco rhythm in a band later, you can reduce the number of loud strokes and focus
on the accents because the drummer will play sixteenth notes just like you.

You can play the disco with the hand-to-hand technique as well as the floating hand. Take your

time when practicing because a house or disco piece has to be played fast and powerfully and
may easily take 5 minutes!

J =128

Sm. B.
Lg.B.

1 e + e 2 e + e 3 e + e 4 e + e
r | r | r | r | r | r | r | r |
FTT MT MT FTT FTIT MT FT MT FIT MT MT FTT FIT MT FT MT

53
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